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International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme School

Central Middle School invites your child to discover our International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme and travel a path of learning that leads to the development of young people. . . 

· who care about building a better community and a better world,
· who strive to learn how to work with others regardless of differences,
· who enjoy academic challenges that bring new ideas and skills,
· who discover how knowledge of one subject can be linked to knowledge in another, and
· who see learning as a lifelong activity that reaches beyond the classroom walls into the community. 

As part of Brevard County’s Secondary Schools of National Prominence initiative, Central Middle School is the designated site in Area I for students to enter the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP).  Within the MYP at Central, we have designed small learning communities that meet the academic and creative needs of students soon to enter high school and already beginning to discover the importance of making the right decisions about post-secondary education, training, and careers.
Students who engage in learning through the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme at Central Middle School share the following educational and career goals. 

· They enter seventh and eighth grades with an immediate goal to continue the development of their aptitudes by selecting middle school courses that provide the foundation for successful entry into high school programs that will lead to success in post-secondary education through college and/or technical courses.  
· They recognize that they must keep a watchful eye over their grade point averages while taking advantage of every opportunity to engage in rigorous course work that enriches and extends problem solving and critical thinking skills.

· They actively seek opportunities to implement research activities and participate in collaborative learning experiences that extend across campus and reach into the community.
What distinguishes the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme at Central Middle School from other programs of academic rigor?  At Central, the focus is on leadership development, collaborative experiences, and service learning to develop the skills required for success in life.  MYP students participate in a variety of activities that serve their school and their community.  Through an MYP education, students . . . 

· acquire an “international understanding” about global issues,
· develop the capacity for “responsible citizenship,” and
· discover “the importance of learning how to learn, of student-centered inquiry and communication.”

How does an MYP education look in the classroom?  

· Students participate in a balanced program of coursework by studying mathematics, English, science, social studies, world language, art, technology, and physical education. 
· Learning means not only acquiring knowledge but also applying it to problems and questions that require new ways of thinking.
· Students develop critical thinking skills and grow increasingly capable of reflecting on issues at deeper and more complex levels.  

· Students discover their personal learning styles and grow increasingly capable of using this information in their everyday lives to improve learning both inside and outside of school.

· Teachers build safe and nurturing learning environments by incorporating the knowledge that students bring with them from experiences beyond the classroom.
Is the Middle Years Programme suitable for every child?  Yes.  In fact, to ensure parents know that the Middle Years Programme serves the special needs, talents, and abilities of all students, the IB began a campaign several years ago to spread the word that “while the objectives of the MYP subject groups ensure an academic challenge, the MYP is not designed as a selective programme for a limited number of students.  Indeed, the IBO believes that all young people can benefit in different ways from the programme’s holistic, integrative approach to teaching and learning” (The Implementation and Development of the Programme Guide, August 2000).  
More recently, the IB spoke directly on the issue of “access” to the Middle Years Programme. 
“Access can . . . mean increasing university recognition, focusing on resources where they will have the greatest impact, extending language provisions, using innovative technology, exploring new delivery models, and exploring other collaborations.

“We invite our authorized schools to explore ways to broaden access purposefully and encourage our applications schools to consider where they can have the most impact, particularly with disadvantaged students.  It is our projection that by 2014, there will be one million students experiencing the IB, drawn from increasingly diverse economic, social, and cultural backgrounds.”  September [2007] Edition of the IB North American eNewsletter 
To participate in the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme at Central Middle School, complete our student information/essay form and submit it to Dr. Donna Schlosser, MYP Coordinator, Central Middle School, 2600 Wingate Boulevard, West Melbourne, FL 32904.  If you have questions about the process or the program, please contact Dr. Schlosser.  If you would like to learn more about the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme, please visit our school web site at www.central.brevard.k12.fl.us and the IB web site at www.ibo.org.                              
