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Zero Tolerance Offenses

Students who commit one of the following may be suspended or recommended for expulsion without warning: fighting, bullying, extortion, theft, vandalism, disrespect/insubordination, drugs, or other major offenses. 

Discipline Ladder

Each classroom teacher has established a classroom management plan that clearly defines student expectations in the classroom.  Should classroom interventions not be successful, and referral to the dean’s office be necessary, this ladder will be followed:

Step 1: Dean’s Detention

Failure to attend or be on time will result in a suspension pending parent conference.

Step 2: Suspension Pending Parent Conference

Student is not allowed to return to school until parent conference is held with administration. 

Step 3: Out of School Suspension

Students will be suspended for a period of up to 10 school days, depending on the offense.

The administration reserves the right to move students up the steps of the discipline ladder (to include suspension pending parent conference or suspension from school) should the offense warrant.  After 30 school days without an offense, the student may go back one step on the ladder.

Specific Consequences for Specific Actions

Tardies to school, (3 or more per 9 weeks)

Dean’s Detention

Skipping School/Class

Suspension Pending Parent Conference

Out of Assigned Area

Suspension Pending Parent Conference

Public Affection

Kissing

1 Day Out of School Suspension

Hugging

Dean’s Detention

1st Offense cell phone violation:

(Cell phone on, out, making noise, etc.)

Confiscation of phone

2nd Offense cell phone violation:

(Cell phone on, out, making noise, etc.)

1 day out of school suspension/

Confiscation of phone

Use of (calling/text messaging) cell phone during the school day:

1 day out of school suspension/

Confiscation of phone

Spitting on or at another person:

1 day out of school suspension

Pulling Another Student’s Pants Down/”Pantsing”:

Minimum 3 day out of school suspension

 “No Go” List

Students suspended from school or off the bus will NOT be permitted to participate in field trips or other before, during or after school activities for 30 school days. This includes suspension pending parent conferences.

Administration reserves the right to deny student participation from any school function during the school year based on the incident in which they were involved.

Electronic Devices

Central Middle School does not permit electronic devices of any kind (excluding cellular phones) on the campus.  Electronic devices include cameras, laser lights, CD players, IPODs, play stations, MP3 players, etc. Failure to comply may result in disciplinary action. 

Students using a laser light will receive an out of school suspension.

Central Middle School IS NOT responsible for lost or stolen electronic devices.

Cell Phones

 Students attending Central Middle School may have a cell phone provided the following standards are met: 

· All students must complete the Cell Phone Contract BEFORE bringing a cell phone on campus.  This contract will be completed at registration.  If you obtain a cell phone after the registration date, contact the attendance office to get a cell phone contract. 

· Per school board policy, your cell phone must be turned off from the first bell in the morning until after the dismissal bell in the afternoon. 

· Cell phone use is NOT permitted on the school bus.

· CMS is not responsible for lost or stolen cell phones. 

· Using a cell phone during the normal school day, for any reason, will result in an out of school suspension. 

· The cell phone must be secured and kept out of sight. 

· If a student’s cell phone is confiscated, a parent/guardian must pick up the phone. Confiscated phones will not be returned to a student. The school will not contact parents to notify that a phone has been confiscated.

· A second violation of the cell phone contract will result in out of school suspension.

****During FCAT Testing students are not permitted to have cell phones on campus****

Bullying

Bullying is defined as a person willfully and repeatedly exercising power or control over another with hostile or malicious intent. Bullying can be physical, verbal, electronically transmitted, and psychological, through attacks on personal property or a combination of any of these. 

Examples of these behaviors include: hitting, kicking, pushing, blocking student movement, unwelcome physical contact, taunting, teasing, name calling, threats, spreading rumors, social exclusion, extortion, intimidation or cyber bullying.

Cyber bullying is the use of information and communication technologies such as e-mail, cell phone, text messages, IM or web sites to support repeated hostile behavior by an individual or group with the intent to threaten or harm others, or which substantially interferes with the operation of a school or an individual’s ability to receive an education. 

Any student who feels he/she is a victim of bullying should immediately report the aggressive behavior to an administrator. Students may also report concerns to a teacher or counselor who will be responsible for notifying the appropriate administrator.

If the investigation finds that aggressive/bullying behavior has occurred, it will result in prompt discipline action which may include up to a recommendation for expulsion.

Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment is defined as:  Any unwelcome sexual advance, request for sexual favors and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature that is severe or persuasive enough to create a hostile or intimidating work or learning environment. 

One of the difficult things for students to understand about sexual harassment is that the intent does not affect whether or not an act or statement is considered sexual harassment.  Whether an act or statement is unwelcome by the listener or receiver determines whether it can be labeled “sexual harassment” or not. 

Behaviors that may have once been considered a part of growing up are not acceptable at school.  The following behaviors may constitute sexual harassment and are not appropriate at school: 

1. using obscene language 

2. sexual innuendoes or comments 

3. starting rumors about a person’s sexual behavior 

4. humor or jokes about sex or females/males in general

5. pestering a person for a date 

6. touching, patting, pinching, etc. 

7. rating a person’s sexuality or attractiveness 

8. leering or staring at a person in a sexual way 

9. writing/name calling about a person’s sexuality 

10. sexual name calling 

11. sexual ridicule 

12. letters, notes, telephone calls, computer messages of a sexual nature. 

13. displaying pictures, calendars, cartoons, or other materials with sexual content. 

14. “Mooning” or “streaking”

15. “Pantsing” – pulling another student’s pants down

Racial/Ethnic Slurs

At Central Middle School we believe all students should be respected.  As a result we have a zero tolerance policy for any student who states or displays any racial and/or ethnic slurs towards another student or staff member regarding their race or religious beliefs.  Each incident will be investigated and if proven true, the student will be suspended out of school for up to 10 school days and may be recommended for expulsion. 

